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EOC Spot Report: WV — Update #26
Chemical Spill, Charleston, WV

US Environmental Protection Agency
Report as of 1430 February 21, 2014

Overview: On January 10, 2014 the President approved an Emergency Declaration for the State of West
Virginia after a chemical, 4-methylcyclohexanemethanol, (MCHM) leaked at a Freedom Industries
chemical plant and into the Elk River in Charleston, WV. The spill occurred near the Kanawha Valley
Water Treatment Plant which detected the chemical even after an increased carbon treatment effort was
put in place. Freedom Industries is working to clean up the spill at the facility and in the river.

State, Local and other Federal Agency Actions:

In response to Governor Tomblin’s request for assistance, Region 3 has provided statisticians from the
Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water, who will provide assistance to the WV Bureau for Public
Health. The Bureau has been charged with developing a sampling plan to assess drinking water in
homes served by the WV American Water Company. The facility has also indicated they have begun
shipping product (MCHM/PPH blend) to the Poca facility.
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EPA Action:

Efforts continue to determine the source of the off-site water that is flowing beneath the containment
pad. The facility is collecting water samples, clearing the ditch between the abandoned railroad tracks
and Barlow Road, and dye testing the water. The facility also collected water from the area just inside
the containment pad to determine if one of the sources of the off-site water is a public water line.

Region 3’s Water Program reported that continued sampling at the WV American Water intake indicates
MCHM and PPH are not detectable.

Media Interest: Medium

The HQ EOC will continue to monitor and provided updates as needed.
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Lisa Boynton, Watch Officer

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Headquarters Emergency Operations Center
1200 Pennsylvania Ave

Washington, DC 20004

202-564-3850 202-564-8729 (fax)
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